
Scott W eidensaul 
778 Schwartz Valley Road, Schuylkill Haven, PA I 7~72 
(717) 739-2874 

Oct. 14. l 99S 

Mr. Frank Haas 
Pennsylvania Birds 
2469 Hammertown Rd. 
Narvon.Pa. 17555-9726 

Dear Frank. 

First. let me introduce myself (or reintroduce myself. since we met 
many years ago at Hawk Mountain). I'm a natural history writer based in 
Schuylkill County, and I run a raptor banding station on the Kittatinny 
Ridge about si1 miles east of Hawk Mountain -- inf act, I helped found the 
station in 1988 with Dr. Jim Bednarz when he was still with the sanctuary. 

This past week we had a Townsend's solitaire drop in for a few minutes, 
and I've enclosed a rare species report: I ·ve also mentioned the sighting to 
Laurie Goodrich and to Tom CJauser. the new Schuylkill County compiler. 

Interestingly, this is the second western rarity at the station this 
autumn. On Sept. IS I had a possible rock wren at the site, which is a large 
boulder field similar to North Lookout. The bird was about the size of a 
Carolina wren, but quite gray, with a pale, indistinct supercilium and an 
strikingly energetic "bouncing" behavior. However. I couldn't get a good 
look at its tail. and after much agonizing l decided not to file a report, 
although I again mentioned it to Laurie and Tom. 

There were no doubts, however, with the solitaire, a species I'm familiar 
with from many western trips. If you have any questions about the report. 
please don't hesitate to call. 

Scott Weidensau1 



.j ~•RARE SPECIES REPORT 

SPECIES: lO(l.ltJ\.e~~ se~biNl. NUl'1BER SEEN: I 

SIGHTING DATE: LD{ro{q~ SIGHTING TI"E: ~.-z~~W\... 
LOCATION: COUNTY • STATE- Al°i Sda'::/lk,U/le'f c,,.,..~l,:.rr_, i'o.., a,,. ~ • ...._c.,~Js 
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C(~<.'1. 1 l!_Sltit.SW EQUIP. USED- 2C'.:is-.s l0-1-UC8 
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DESCRIPTION: VOICE- No l.ll)co..li1.t.r.ti'-N 

~-.si ·, ""~USSl<SN u-.! SIZE- l?~u . .5kt1~_,t-J"e:.. r,./-1:,i.,j~· 

.S"I\\AU,sfiwi 1 'Moc:;; .. IPLUNAGE- 5~o1)"f-i;\. 5-tc:,.A wtf<..-. e.. '1,,../- .J- bltoW>J ..,_.-,t.,, 'T,,.,I J,..<1.lff"'- .... ~ ~t.,,k, 
\dw. bi ... ~, ""f;td ... outt"'- (-l~rl,,, 1\4."~~ • W•~i '-/ .,,,..~ i..,..,sS b '""'" 1 ,...,J ,,.,J,.rfi11d- IPaf{ w 1u S. f"'k"'1 \ {Nof "'"' bald •H 
W;~~.,..Ju~ fll<ck7 ':-1 Sf"'l'>J Is~-- soli NI!. L·= .$U,r,J •N ~sf). --,-t,,,.,, I rQ k e,~11e,~-:s • ey< a r {,;£c.tl,LJ f 4,-.J< 
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FANILIARITY WITH THIS &: SINILAR SPECIES: ~ t)t-.7 i:ei/i/rti,ur tt\l -'~•~.j"o~"'N 
~ k"oc.l,11~, a~ fN w,~ .... •~-5w1.o--l.- ,~ C~isar MJ.r, Ti. 

CDl1PARISDN TD SIIIILAR SPECIES, l)an"--~r ..J s/""j •~I (., .,,IJ a, /,&,. .,j ""\,kw•; 
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HAS A PHOTOGRAPH BEEN TAKEN? t-:lo 

• HAS ANY ADDITIONAL OBSERVER<S> FILLED OUT A RARE SPECIES REPORT? IF SO 
WHO? No. { z o+t.e ... ofo~.,, ~ ls11~r.u J ~(.,,_tr ,1,.,..,.. ,.,e~ rJ t"'.l(i.ehi~Nr..ed ltl1"'1.Jwa.~u0-
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I Record No.:650-01-1995 

Pennsylvania Ornithological Records Committee 

Voting Tabulation - Round # 1 of 

Species: Townsend's Solitaire (Myadestes townsendi) 

Date of Sighting: 10 October 1995 to 10 October 1995 
Location: SGL# 106 
County: SCHUYLKILL 
Observer(s}: Scott Weidensaul 

Date of Submission: 1995 
Submitted by: Scott Weidensaul 
Written Description: YES Photo: NO Specimen: NO 
Recording: NONE 

Class I Class II Class m Class IV Class V 

Member 
A B C Abstain 

~ 

F. Haas >< 
N. Pulcinella X 
E. Kwater >< 
R. Ickes X 
G. McWilliams X 
P. Schwalbe X 
S. Feldstein X 
TOTALS 7 
DECISION X 
Comments: 

Signature (Secretary): ~ l~- Date: S---/- 76 




